Banknote 


A banknote—also called a bill (North American English), paper money, or simply 
a note—is a type of negotiable promissory note, made by a bank or other 
licensed authority, payable to the bearer on demand. Banknotes were originally issued 
by commercial banks, which were legally required to redeem the notes for legal tender 
(usually gold or silver coin) when presented to the chief cashier of the originating bank. 
These commercial banknotes only traded at face value in the market served by the issuing 
bank. Commercial banknotes have primarily been replaced by national banknotes issued 
by central banks or monetary authorities. 

National banknotes are often — but not always — legal tender, meaning that courts of law 
are required to recognize them as satisfactory payment of money debts. Historically, banks 
sought to ensure that they could always pay customers in coins when they presented 
banknotes for payment. This practice of «backing» notes with something of substance is 
the basis for the history of central banks backing their currencies in gold or silver. Today, 
most national currencies have no backing in precious metals or commodities and have 
value only by fiat. With the exception of non-circulating high-value or precious metal 
issues, coins are used for lower valued monetary units, while banknotes are used for 
higher values. 

Code of Hammurabi Law 100 (c. 1755-1750 BC) stipulated repayment of a loan by a 
debtor to a creditor on a schedule with a maturity date specified in written contractual 
terms. Law 122 stipulated that a depositor of gold, silver, or other chattel/movable property 
for safekeeping must present all articles and a signed contract of bailment to a notary 
before depositing the articles with a banker, and Law 123 stipulated that a banker was 
discharged of any liability from a contract of bailment if the notary denied the existence of 
the contract. Law 124 stipulated that a depositor with a notarized contract of bailment was 
entitled to redeem the entire value of their deposit, and Law 125 stipulated that a banker 
was liable for replacement of deposits stolen while in their possession. 


In China during the Han dynasty, promissory notes appeared in 118 BC and were made of 
leather. Rome may have used a durable lightweight substance as promissory notes in 57 
AD which have been found in London. However, Carthage was purported to have issued 
bank notes on parchment or leather before 146 BC. Hence Carthage may be the oldest user 
of lightweight promissory notes. The first known banknote was first developed in China 
during the Tang and Song dynasties, starting in the 7th century. Its roots were in merchant 
receipts of deposit during the Tang dynasty (618-907), as merchants and wholesalers 
desired to avoid the heavy bulk of copper coinage in large commercial transactions. During 
the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368), banknotes were adopted by the Mongol Empire. In Europe, 
the concept of banknotes was first introduced during the 13th century by travelers such as 
Marco Polo, with European banknotes appearing in 1661 in Sweden. 


Counterfeiting, the forgery of banknotes, is an inherent challenge in issuing currency. It 
is countered by anticounterfeiting measures in the printing of banknotes. Fighting the 
counterfeiting of banknotes and cheques has been a principal driver of security printing 
methods development in recent centuries. 
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Banknote, a form of cash currency, also 
known as bill in the United States and Canada 
Promissory note, a contract binding one 

party to pay money to a second party 
Note, a security (finance), a type of bond 
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Member Register Tax Identification 
Number (tin) 
BluOr Bank AS No registration 40003551060 


CSD Latvia: CBBRLV22XXX 
6 Smilšu Str., Riga, Latvia 


Citadele banka No registration 40103303559 
CSD Latvia: PARXLV22XXX 
Republikas laukums 2A, LV-1010, Riga, Latvia 


Rietumu banka No registration 40003074497 
CSD Latvia: RTMBLV2XXXX 
Vesetas iela 7, LV-1013, Riga, Latvia 


SEB banka No registration 40003151743 
CSD Latvia: UNLALV2XXXX 
Kekavas pagasts, LV-1076, Rigas rajons, Latvia 


Signet Bank AS No registration 40003043232 
CSD Latvia: LLBBLV2XXXX 
3 Antonijas Str., LV-1010, Riga, Latvia 


Swedbank AS (Latvia) No registration 40003074764 
CSD Latvia: HABALV22XXX 
Balasta dambis 15, LV-1048, Riga, Latvia 


Latvenergo AS No registration 40003032949 
Pulkveza Brieza iela 12, Riga, LV-1010 


No registration authority for entity 


Nasdaq CSD, SE No registration 40003242879 
Riga, Valnu iela 1, LV-1050 


Nasdaq Riga, Akciju sabiedriba No registration 40003167049 
Riga, Valnu iela 1, LV-1050 


Valsts kase (State Treasury) No registration 90000597275 
Rīga, Smilšu iela 1 - 1, LV-1050 


Latvijas Republika, ko pārstāv No registration LEI: 25490002QDEB2KTLNK39 
Latvijas Republikas Valsts kase 

(The Republic of Latvia, represented by the 

State Treasury of the Republic of Latvia 

Transliterated Names: The Treasury of Republic 

of Latvia 

Smilsu iela 1, Riga, Latvia, LV-1919 


No registration for entity 


Address value 
of the entity 


[Aizkraukles novada pašvaldība] Aizkraukles novads, 
Aizkraukle, Lāčplēša iela 1A, 
LV-5101 
[Aizkraukles novada Pašvaldības Aizkraukles novads, 
policija] Aizkraukle, Lāčplēša iela 1A, 
LV-5101 
[Latvijas Republikas Saeima Rīga, Jēkaba iela 11, LV- 
(Saeima of the Republic of Latvia)] 1050 
[Latvijas Republikas Ministru External legal person: 
kabinets] Number of object: 
1000124187 
[Latvijas Republikas Augstaka Riga, Brivibas bulvaris 36, 
tiesa] LV-1050 
[Valsts zemes dienests] Rīga, Puškina iela 14, LV- 
https://www.kadastrs.lv/k 1050 
[Jēkabpils novada pašvaldība] Jēkabpils novads, Jēkabpils, 


Brīvības iela 120, LV-5201 


[Valsts policija] Rīga, Čiekurkalna 1. līnija 1 
k-4, LV-1026 
[Valsts policija] Čiekurkalna 1.līnija 1 k.4, 
[External legal person] Rīga, LV-1026 
[Latvijas Pasts, Valsts akciju Mārupes novads, Mārupes 
sabiedrība] pagasts, Lidosta «Rīga», 


Ziemeļu iela 10, LV-1053 


Tax Identification 
Number (tin) 


90000074812 


50900038811 


90000028300 


90000055313 


90000068892 


90000030432 


90000024205 


90000099040 


90000099040 


40003052790 


In Latvia, everything that has «registration No.» 
9000xxxxxxx, 4000xxxxxxx, 5000xxxxxxx or 
91xxXXXXXXX - fraud detected, they are only Tax 


Identification Numbers (TINs). 


